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GLASTONBURY — Republican Town Chairman George Norman says he has asked Republican Ray

McFall to resign from the Board of Education because of McFall’s involvement in a physical

confrontation with a resident at the public hearing on the emotional issue of restoring the

Tomahawks name for the high school’s sports teams.

But Norman added in a message posted on Facebook that McFall declined and instead resigned

from the Republican Party.

Attempts to reach McFall for comment today didn’t immediately succeed.

Norman wrote in the Facebook message that he asked McFall to resign from the school board

“because I believed that his continued presence would distract the Board from its singular mission

of educating our children.”

As to the Dec. 14 confrontation, which occurred in the high school auditorium during a break in the

school board meeting, Norman wrote, “While I don’t condone the actions of either individual

involved, I believe that a higher onus is placed on elected o�cials to represent our Town well by

their actions and their words, to avoid situations that may result in confrontations, and to de-

escalate confrontations when they do occur.”

During the confrontation, a man who has been identi�ed in media reports as Mark J. Finocchiaro

moved extremely close to McFall, who put his hands on Finocchiaro’s torso and moved him back,

video taken by WVIT-TV30 shows. Finocchiaro then punched McFall in the face, knocking him to

the �oor, the video shows.

RESIGNATION

REQUEST: GLASTONBURY REPUBLICAN TOWN CHAIRMAN GEORGE NORMAN SAYS HE

HAS ASKED REPUBLICAN RAY MCFALL TO RESIGN FROM THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

BECAUSE OF MCFALL’S INVOLVEMENT IN A PHYSICAL CONFRONTATION WITH A

RESIDENT AT THE PUBLIC HEARING ON A PETITION TO RESTORE THE TOMAHAWKS

NAME FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL’S SPORTS TEAMS.

RESPONSE: NORMAN SAYS MCFALL DECLINED AND INSTEAD RESIGNED FROM THE

REPUBLICAN PARTY.

When Finocchiaro, a local barber, spoke earlier in the meeting, he had shouted at the board and

made personal comments about board Chairman Douglas Foyle, a Democrat who had supported

elimination of the Tomahawks name in August 2020. When Foyle told Finocchiaro that his time

was up, Finocchiaro called Foyle an obscene name.

Glastonbury school board upholds ban of Tomahawk
mascot

Mascot meeting ends after ‘altercation’

Glastonbury High's Tomahawk mascot gets axed
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“On behalf of Glastonbury Republicans, I ask everyone in Glastonbury to tone down their rhetoric,

to avoid name-calling and personal attacks, and to respect the views of others on controversial

issues, especially when speaking at public meetings,” Norman wrote in his Facebook statement.

“Our Town is better than what we have shown, and we need to work together to put this incident

behind us, and to focus on governing in a manner that respects the needs of all our citizens,

especially our children.”

Police have been investigating the confrontation, but no charges have yet been �led.

The public hearing portion of the school board meeting had ended before the break during which

the confrontation occurred. The agenda called for the board to discuss a petition from voters to

restore the Tomahawks mascot and to vote on the issue that evening.

But, after the confrontation, the board voted instead to adjourn. It held a special meeting via Zoom

teleconference on Monday evening and voted, 7-1, to re-a�rm its August 2020 decision to drop

the Tomahawks name.

McFall voted with the majority against the Tomahawk name, as he had in August 2020. But he

made no other comments during the meeting.

McFall is the second local elected o�cial to resign from the Republican Party in as many years.

In late 2020, Stewart “Chip” Beckett, the longtime leader of Republicans on the Town Council,

resigned from the party over the refusal of some Republican members of Congress to accept Joe

Biden’s victory over Donald Trump in that year’s presidential election.

Beckett, a local veterinarian, ran for re-election this year as a petitioning candidate but wasn’t

elected, �nishing last among the 13 council candidates. That was a huge change from his

showing in past elections, where he had often been the top Republican vote-getter, which led to

his election as Town Council chairman or minority leader depending on whether the party held a

majority of council seats.

For updates on Glastonbury, and recent crime and courts coverage in North-Central Connecticut, follow Alex
Wood on Twitter: @AlexWoodJI1, Facebook: Alex Wood, and Instagram: @AlexWoodJI.
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